
  "I want to say, on this matter of tree-planting by the roadside, that 
there is no greater farm waste than shading your farms by useless 
trees…. It is one of the growing evils of farming in the State of 

Connecticut that we are permitting these trees to grow in every corner of 
our land and around every fence, and they make our farming land look 
hideous. Cut them down!"  
~ S. S. West, Annual Meeting of the Connecticut Board of Agriculture, 
January 1888  
 
  Cornwall trees and forests have come a long way since their 
clearing from 1850 to 1900.  
  Today our core forests are a 
unique asset, valuable to 
Cornwall, the State, the 
Country, and the Planet. 
Conserving more of 
Cornwall’s forests will not 
only protect against the 
effects of climate change 
but will also attract 
residents and boost the 
local economy.  
  C o r n w a l l  i s 
geographically large – 
46 square miles – 
more than twice the 
size of Manhattan 
at 22 square miles. 
(see figure 1) 
  The amount of 
forested land in 
Cornwall has 
tracked the 
l o c a l 
e c o n o m i c 
h i s t o r y , 
starting with 
early settlers in 
the primeval forest of the early 1700’s through their 

eradication for farming and iron making in the 1800’s to 

their revival as havens from urban development in the 
1900’s.  
  In 1776 Cornwall had a problem with its abundance of 
forest. People from other towns took advantage of those 
forests by letting their cattle graze in them.   
  Here is an extract from Cornwall’s town meeting of 

December 16, 1776: 
     “That, whereas it has for many years 

happened that some persons belonging to 
other towns & places have drove many of 
their cattle, horses, sheep & swine into this 
town to feed in the woods during the 
summer season or longer, & thereby much 
hurt the woods and commons in this town…

and some persons belonging to this town 
have usually taken care of and given salt to 
such cattle…voted for the future…every 

such person shall forfeit and pay for every 
such offense the sum of twenty shillings 
lawful money….” 

  By 1880 Cornwall residents had cut most of those forests 
for farming and charcoal for iron making.   

  Starting in the 1920’s conservation of forests in Cornwall 

experienced a resurgence thanks to forward thinking persons 
of the time. It began with individuals who donated land to 
the State that has become the approximately 7,000 acres of 
state forests in Cornwall. In 1987 a group of foresighted 
citizens established the Cornwall Conservation Trust. Since 
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Cream Hill, late 1800’s. 
Collection of the Cornwall Historical Society
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then we added about 1500 acres of protected forest. Today 
we have forests that are more like the Cornwall of 1776. (see 

Figure 2) 
  Our forests offer 
clean air and 
water, habitat for 
flora and fauna, a 
carbon sink to 
r e d u c e  a 
greenhouse gas 
and otherwise 
promote resilience 
to climate change, 
a source for forest 
products, and 
opportunities for 
recreation.  
  All  of  the 
drinking water in 
Cornwall comes 
from precipitation 
filtered through 
trees whose root 

systems prevent impurities from entering our drinking 
water. Trees and the forest core stabilize our stream banks 
and limit erosion. Penn State researchers have discovered 
that a single deciduous tree can intercept 500 to 750 gallons 
of water a year and a mature evergreen more than 4,000 
gallons per year. Forests are clearly an important line of 
defense against heavy precipitation events and ensuing 
flood damage. 
  Most importantly our existing forests will better protect us 
from the ravages of climate change by storing far more 
carbon than newly planted trees. (see Figure 3) 

  Cornwall’s forests are part of a much larger green belt of 

forests stretching from just above New York City  
to Canada. (see Figure 4) 
  The Housatonic Valley Association and its Litchfield Hills 

G r e e n p r i n t 
Alliance, of 
which Cornwall 
Conservat ion 
Trust is a 
member, has a 
p r o g r a m 
“Follow the 

Forest” to help 

conserve these 
valuable core 
forests. 
  Core forest is 
defined as those 
parts of the 
forest that are 
surrounded by 
more forest.  
Conservation of 
core forest seeks 
to reduce forest 
fragmentation 
and protect our existing largest trees. 
  Follow the Forest seeks to save an additional 50,000 acres 
(78 square miles) of core forest in the 2000 square mile 
Housatonic River watershed. That would achieve about a 
50% conservation rate for the Housatonic River watershed 
that is an important part of that forest corridor from New 
York to Canada. 
  Cornwall has an important role to play in Follow  
the Forest. 

  This map of Cornwall (see Figure 5) and a bit of nearby 
towns shows in green core forest that is at least 50% 
conserved and in yellow less than 50%.  The goal is to turn 
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Fig. 2: Forest cover in Cornwall, 2019 

Fig. 3 : Carbon Storage by Tree Species 
Vermont Dept. of Forests, Parks and Recreation 

 

Fig. 4: “Follow the Forest” 

Fig. 5: “Protected Core Forest” 



N e w s  b r i e f s  

T hanks to generous donors and federal 
and state grants, the Matland/

Tarradiddle Preserve was purchased in May, 
2019. The 72 forested acres have significant 
conservation value, offers protection of 
forest, wildlife habitat, and watershed for 
Mill Brook and the Housatonic River.  

s t u d e n t  g r a n t  u p d at e  
  In the 11th year of our student grant  

program we were honored to award 

nine scholarships to local students. 

Four of the students are previous 

recipients. Preference is given to 

Cornwall residents and this year we 

had five students from our home town; 

Olive Cowan, Ella Hampson, Patrick 

Kennedy, Ella Matsudaira, and Olivia 

Woods. Additional awards were 

granted to Alexa O’Connor of North 

Canaan; Jack Scarpa of Salisbury; 

and Anna Coon and Elias Hill  
of Sharon.   
  This year we gratefully accepted a 

contribution from Kay Carroll of The 

Farmer’s Table in Litchfield, to be 

specifically awarded to students from 

Housatonic Valley Regional High 

School, Nonnewaug High School, and 

Wamogo Regional High School who 

are pursuing a career in agriculture. A 

total of eight grants were awarded to 

Madison Lynn Simonds of Canaan; 

Maggie Mae Baldwin of Falls Village; 

Philip Koenig of Goshen; Samantha 

Starr of Kent; Mikaela Schneider of 

Morris; Claire Delohery of Sherman; 

and Hannah Moskowitz and Victoria 

Ross of Torrington.   
  Congratulations to all students! 

Jean Bouteiller, Terry Burke, Richie 
Dolan, Katherine Freygang, Ed Greene, 
Bart Jones, Robinson Lacy, Rick Lynn, 
Pat Mulberry, Hector Prud’Homme, Jim 

Sheffield, Larry Van Valkenburgh, Hunt 
Williams, Johan Winsser 

Duke Besozzi  
Nevton Dunn  
Denny Frost† 

Shelley Harms, Executive Director 
Cara Weigold, Office & Digital Administrator 
Harry White, Conservation Director 

P eter Del Tredici explained on a recent hike that 
when stone walls were built in 1780-1820, rain 

would run off and make ideal nurseries for young pines 
along the bases. Therefore you often see large pines 
embedded in old walls, dating them to about 200 years 
old, as seen on Ballyhack Preserve. 

H ard working residents came out on a 
beautiful Saturday morning in 

September for the 3rd annual Clean-Up/
Green-Up in Cornwall. This year’s focus 
was on roadside clean up along with trail 

maintenance and removal of the 
invasive barberry plants on 
R a t t l e s n a k e  P r e s e r v e . 
Volunteers enjoyed meeting 
other Cornwall ians and 
experiencing new trails. We 
hope you’ll consider signing up 

for the 2020 event! Watch your 
email for more information. 

 

 

yellow to green. Not that much more needs to be done in Cornwall to get 
to protecting 50% of its core forests.   
  We believe that Cornwall will do the right thing and protect our forests 
into the future. The sentiment of Cornwall residents lean towards 
conservation and is clearly expressed in the Plan of Conservation and 
Development. 
  In conclusion, Cornwall Conservation Trust promotes conservation of 
our unique valuable core forests through a “both, and” effort. Two years 

ago we sponsored a seminar bringing together conservation and 
economic development. Last year we sponsored a Farm Cornwall 
seminar bringing together farmers in Cornwall and ideas for resources to 
help them farm. Cornwall clearly is green today and should be green 
forever and economically vibrant if we do the right thing now by 
protecting more of Cornwall’s core forests and encouraging smart 

targeted development. 
−Barton Jones 
*Text and full-size imagery from this article is available on the CCT  
website —cornwallconservationtrust.org   

size imagery from this article is 
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THANK YOU! 

The CCT depends on the generosity 
and support of the Cornwall 
community! We count on your 
financial contributions as well as your 
volunteer help. 
We will continue to 
work on your behalf to 
preserve and protect 
Cornwall’s wonderful 
places and spaces. 

Join us for the CCT Annual Meeting at 4pm 

on November 9 at 7 Railroad Square in 

West Cornwall to celebrate conservation in 

Cornwall as a town for all seasons. There 

will be a report on the year’s activities and 

the election of board members. 

Photographer Lazlo Gyorsok will display his 

beautiful works of Cornwall landscapes. 

Light refreshments will be served.  

V i s i t  c o r n wa l l c o n s e r vat i o n t r u s t . o r g  f o r  m o r e !  

  In Spring of 2019 we asked Aidan Cowan, a four year recipient of our student grant 
program, to tell us about his activities for his final year of college. Aidan is also a 2019 
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellow. Congratulations!
  I am going to UC Berkeley to study synthetic biology and metabolic 
engineering with the goal of designing new microorganisms which 
produce valuable chemicals like plastics, fuels or drugs. These engineered 
microorganisms can grow in bioreactors and produce large quantities of 
specific molecules, like biodiesel or bioplastics which would be carbon 
neutral. Bioplastics are also biodegradable and 
could soon be cost competitive with plastics 
from petroleum. Microorganisms can also be 
engineered to produce drugs and sense/react to 
the amount of drug they are producing. These 
organisms could be implanted into the gut of 
patients who need a daily dose of some drug 
and could secrete a dosage of the drug they 
need every day. Other projects that I could 
work on involve engineering new CRISPR 
proteins with new functions. CRISPR was discovered at Berkley and a lot 
of labs work on CRISPR engineering. Some labs are also interested in 
increasing the efficiency of photosynthesis to increase crop yields (or make 
microorganisms which use photosynthesis to make fuels/plastics/drugs 
more efficient). There are a lot of different projects to work on and I am 
e xc i t ed  t o  c ont in ue  m y  e d uc a t i on  a t  Be rke l e y .  
−Aidan Cowan 

A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  A I D A N  C O WA N :  S T U D E N T  G R A N T  U P D AT E  

 


